
Their Eyes Were Watching God: Final Essay 
Due: Weds. May 19 (hard copy to me/e-copy to turnitin.com) 
Length: 1200 words, double-spaced/12 pt. font/standard margins 
 
Choose one of the prompts below and write your best essay of the year! 
 
1. Their Eyes Were Watching God is full of figurative language that draws from the 
natural world, and characters often have to battle against natural forces. What 
specifically is the relationship between human beings and nature in this novel? Does the 
novel celebrate this relationship or critique it and—most importantly—why?  
 
2. According to Their Eyes Were Watching God, what is the key to a strong marriage 
and—most importantly—why? Choose the one most important thing, and make sure that 
your answer to this question is focused, interesting, and a little risky. 
 
3. In a perfect world, everyone would be kind, happy, and content, but this is clearly an 
unattainable goal. According to Their Eyes Were Watching God, what particular human 
trait is most responsible for the discontent and meanness that plagues all of the 
characters at some point or another—and, most importantly—why? Make sure that your 
answer to this question is focused, interesting, and a little risky. 
 
Notes: 
 

• This is your final essay, which means that it should represent your best work of 
the year.  

• Everyone will write a 6-paragraph essay (introduction, 4 supporting paragraphs, 
conclusion), no more and no less. Your paragraphs do not have to be long, but 
four supporting paragraphs will allow you to address more of the novel than three 
supporting paragraphs. 

• Your essay must contain eight direct quotes that are rich enough to close read. 
Make sure you cite and integrate all of your quotes (no drop-ins!). 

• Do not forget the power of strong and creative topic sentences. Try this approach 
after coming up with your thesis claim: consider and collect the evidence you will 
use, divide up this evidence into four categories (your four supporting 
paragraphs), and write all of your topic sentences before writing the body of your 
essay. 

• A strong conclusion that offers another interesting perspective can make your 
argument, and a weak conclusion full of repetition can break your argument. 

• Remember that all the work you hand in must be your own: you are expected to 
write, edit, revise, and proofread your essay all by yourself or with help from me. 
In order to document your academic honesty, you should handwrite the following 
on the front of your paper: 
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