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Developing topics for supporting paragraphs can be the most challenging part of writing 
a literary analysis; here are some suggestions: 
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Repetition reinforces significant elements of a text, and many literary devices gain their 
power through repetition. Repeating an image throughout a text is a way to create a 
symbol. Repeating a theme or an image is the way to create a motif. Repeating a 
metaphor is how an author achieves an allegory. 
 
Contrast, on the other hand, is—in a sense—the opposite of repetition, but can be just as 
powerful a way to shape a story and give it meaning. Authors can use a contrast in setting 
(English manor house vs. French battlefield), character (Briony’s active role vs. Lola’s 
passive role), and/or theme (love vs. war) to illuminate significant elements in the 
relationships between characters and the overall meaning of a text. 
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Tip: Before you begin to write your essay, write down the topic of each of your 
paragraphs on note cards, and then shuffle them around until you come up with the best 
order for a successful argument. 
 
Finally: Do not forget transitions between supporting paragraphs; without them, your 
essay will seem haphazard and disconnected. 
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