Measure for Measure

ROLES
MALE
Duke – (Lead) a moderate ruler who uses his wits to cleverly solve all the central conflicts of the play; disguises himself as a religious cleric;  the “good guy”

Angelo – (Lead) a fundamentalist ruler left in charge in the Duke’s absence; turns out to be a hypocrite when he transgresses the strict law he is trying to enforce by propositioning Isabella; the “villain”
Lucio – (Supporting) a gregarious two-faced goofball who thinks more of himself than anyone else does; friend of Claudio; described in the original script as a “fantastic”

Claudio – (Supporting) a young man who has been condemned to death for breaking a law against fornication; Isabella’s brother; pleads for sister to save his life
Escalus - (Supporting) an elder Statesman and Judge, articulate but somewhat ineffectual, who tries to keep everyone on the right path in the Duke’s absence

Pompey – (Supporting) referred to in the original script as “Clown”; a clever fool & comic who works for the Madame of the Whorehouse, Mistress Overdone

Warden -- (Supporting) the prison warden, a well-meaning & sympathetic guy just trying to do the right thing
Elbow – (Supporting) the constable; a fervent but ridiculously incompetent lawman who uses the wrong words to great comic effect

Two  Gentleman (Featured)– associates of Lucio’s; comic

A Cleric (Featured) – confidante of the Duke’s
A Servant (Featured) – messenger for Angelo & the Duke
An Officer (Non-speaking)
(Female roles listed on the reverse)
FEMALE
Isabella – (Lead) an intelligent, articulate, and zealously virtuous young woman who, when propositioned by Angelo, refuses to compromise her honor as a virgin in order to save her brother’s life
Mariana – (Supporting) ex-fiancée to Angelo; scorned and lovesick; participates in the plot to trick him in order to win him back
Mistress Overdone – (Supporting)  a “Bawd”; in modern terms, the mistress of a whorehouse; put out over the new legal restrictions; part of the lower-class comic group of characters
Juliet – (Supporting) – Claudio’s fiancée, pregnant with his child; sweet young ingénue, repentant and in love

Francisca – (Featured) an older mentor to Isabella who introduces her to the strictures of her chosen religious life 
Understudy – for all female roles
