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Web Pages for the Beginner

Any file that you save in the public_html folder on your network
account is immediately and automatically on the web and available
world-wide.

You can save any kind of file in the public_html folder, but some
are special...

o any file that ends with .htm or .html is assumed to be a file
containing HTML code, which describes how a web page
should look.

o Bonus trivia: HTML means HyperText Markup Language. |

o a file named index.html is the page that our web server
looks for first.

o More Bonus trivia: a web server is the computer that
answers requests for web pages. When you type
www.cnn.com into a web browser, a web server at CNN
sends a page back to you.

HTML pages contain links to other files in your folder, in other
folders on SSTX.org, and on any other web server in the world.

HTML is a messy language, and is difficult to get right on your
own. Web page editors let you type what you want, and create the
HTML code for you.

We have two different web editor programs: MacroMedia
DreamWeaver and Microsoft FrontPage. You can install either or
both on a computer — at home and/or at school. You can use any
web editor program to edit the files — regardless of what editor was
used to create them.

This document uses DreamWeaver in its examples. The process
is the same if you use FrontPage, but the names and locations of
buttons and commands will be different.
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> how to create web pages on your school file server

e Open DreamWeaver. If you are asked if you want to “define a
site”, click on “No” or “Cancel’.

e Create a new empty web document. From the File menu, select
New. Choose “Basic Page” in the left panel and “HTML” in the
center panel. Click on the “Create” button.

New Document

General | Templates |

Catagory: Basic Page: Preview:

fist TG
'ynamic Page g HTML T
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Help ] [ Preferences... Get More Content..

o If you already have a web site started, ask for help
before saving this file.

o Type your name at the top of the page. Save the document
as public_html/index.html. (Click on the File menu, and
choose Save.) Minimize DreamWeaver.

o This is your “Home Page”.

e Open a web browser (Internet Explorer or Firefox), and type into
the Address bar:

spartans.sstx.org/~<your log-in name>

and press <enters.

- €] My Home Page - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

i GBad{ ) lﬂ @ _;‘: /-x: Search ‘#

ﬁ Address @http:,.",-"spartans.ssb{.u:urg,-"ml:ugray,l"
]

for example, my web page is: spartans.sstx.org/~bgray

e Your web page should appear in the browser.
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e Bonus trivia: the ~ character is called the tilde (TIL-duh).

e Maximize DreamWeaver. Change the text on the web page a bit:
Make your name a little bit bigger and center it on the page.

o Select the line of text containing your name

o At the bottom of the DreamWeaver window, click on the.
Combo box arrow to the right of the “Format” field. Choose
“Heading 1”.This will make the selected text appear in a
style called “Heading 1”. Each format represents a different
combination of size, font, and attributes (bold, italic, etc).

— 1—

| )

| Pane Properties... |

o At the bottom of the DreamWeaver window, click on the

“Align Center” button. It looks just like the “Center Text”
button in Word.

<body =

i ¥ Properties

Format | Mane v| Style | Mone w| B T E £ E E Lirk. |
Fork | Defaul Font  w Size% w I_T i= = iE := Target
Page Properties. ..

o Save the document again. (Click on the File menu and
choose Save.)

o Minimize DreamWeaver and look at the page in your web
browser...it looks just like it did before you made these last
changes. You have to tell the browser to get the page from
the web server again. Click on the “Refresh” button in the
tool bar.

=

&1 My Home Page - Microsoft | et Explorer
L File Edit View Favorites Todls Help

sl > . = i ‘
o G Back - J @ L 7~ Search < ¢ Favorites 6-‘{
. L [} o

Address @ http://spartans.ssty.org/~bgray/
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e Switch back to DreamWeaver. In one of the tool bars at the top of
the window, look for the “Title” field. Type a title for your page in
the field, save it, and look at it in your web browser. Don'’t forget to
refresh the page. The title you just typed appears in the title bar at
the top of the web browser window. Your page title should include
your name and other information about the page.

&) Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 - [Untitled Document (Untitled-1)]
File Edit “Yiew Insert Modify Text Commands Sike  Window  Help

Common %E&‘@@v@v|,@

Inkitled-1
|ﬂ Code lﬁ Spiit | || Design

AR === N s

(For example, when you create a page for a class in a few
seconds, include your name and the class name in the title.

e Create a new empty web document. From the File menu, select
New. Choose “Basic Page” in the left panel and “HTML” in the
center panel. Click on the “Create” button.

New Document

General | Templates

| Categony: Basic Page:

ﬁ | Basic Page 2 I

Dynamic Page @ HTML Template
Template Page Library Item
Other 55
C55 Style Sheets JavaScript
Framesets XML

Page Designs
Page Designs {Accessible)

Presview:

DR

<Moo Preview:

[HTHL docXgient

Cancel

Help ] [ Preferences... Get More Content...

o Type the name of one of your classes (the same class that
you typed on the previous page). On the next line, type a
one-sentence description of the course.
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o Format the Class name in style “Heading 1” and the
description in style “Heading 3”.

o Add a title to the page.

o Save the file with an appropriate name, using letters and
numbers only — no spaces or other characters. The file
name should end with .htm/

e Create a link from the index page to the page for the class.

o Select the window containing index.html. Select the text
that is the name of the class for which you just created a

page.

- imee pzmrs o . = ey = o ooy

d 3] My Home Page (Sample/index.html*)

Brian Gray

Hom

fasdt

Computer Science]

o At the bottom of the DreamWeaver window, click on the file
folder to the right of the “Link” field. Select the HTML file for
the class and click OK.

| <body s [<p]

ii ¥ Properties

Farmat | Paragraph w | Style | Mone w| B I
Font | Default Fonk | Size v E
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[
[

Paqge Properties,..

o The text will change appearance: It will turn blue and will be
underlined.

o Save the document again, and look at it in the web browser.
(Don’t forget to refresh.)

o Click on the link to your class.

e Maximize DreamWeaver again. In the page for the class, add a
link that points back to your home page. Follow the instructions in
the previous step, except select the file “index.html” as the link
target.

e Save the documents in DreamWeaver, and look at them in the web
browser. Each page should include a link to the other.

¢ In general, almost every web page should include a link back to its
home page.

» End of: how to create web pages on your school file server
account
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» how to add other formatting features to text

ii * Properties

|

Link. ;

i

by 117 | ]
I
[

Format EHeadingl v | Stylei Mone vi B 7
antiDEFault Fort | Sizei v | I_'H |

Target

[ Dzha QrmnarNac ]

e Bulleted lists have a small dot to the left of each paragraph (like
this one does)

e Numbered lists have a sequential number to the left of each
paragraph.

e Paragraphs can be indented more or less by using the
increase/decrease indent buttons.

To add any of these formats, type the text, then select it, and then
click on the button. To remove the bullets or numbers, select the
text and click on the button again.

e To add a horizontal line between paragraphs (to separate sections
of a page), use a “Horizontal Rule”. From the Insert menu, select
the HTML sub-menu and select “Horizontal Rule”. Experiment with
the height, width, alignment, and shadow features.

End of: how to add other formatting features to text
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> how to add pictures to a web page

You can easily add a picture to your web page — but the picture
must first be stored in your public_html folder.

We will first save a picture into your folder, and then make it
appear on one of your web pages. Finally, we will turn the picture
into a link, so that clicking on the picture will take the user to
another web page.

Save an image into your public_html folder:
¢ |nthe web browser, go to my home page:
spartans.sstx.org/~bgray

e Point to the school shield in the upper left corner of the screen.
Right click.

Address @ http://spartans.sstx.org/~bgray/

Brian Gray

5t. Stephen’s Episcopal Sch
2500 Bunny Run Austin TX
CME meSdD v 4o 3 M7 Vo

Open Link
Open Link in Mew Window
Save Target As...

Print Target

Sawve Picture As...

=il Picture. ..

e From the context menu, select “Save Picture As...”
¢ Navigate to your public_html folder and save the image.

Add the picture to your web page
e Switch to DreamWeaver. Select your home page (index.html).

e Point and click to place your cursor on the page where you
want the image to appear.
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€) Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 - [Brian Gray {temp/index. htmI*)]

File Edit Wiew Insert Maodify  Text Conggege Site  ‘Window Help

Common ¥ ’@E&|§c@:v|v,@

e C(lick on the button that has a picture of a tree. This is the
“Image” button.

e Navigate to your public_html folder, and select the file
containing the school shield. Click on OK.

e The image is now part of your web page.

e Save the file. Switch to the web browser, refresh the page,
and verify that the image appears.

e You can change the location of the image by changing the
alignment (left, right, or centered), just as you would for text.

Make the picture a click-able link
e Switch to DreamWeaver. Select the page with the image.
e Single-click to select the image.

o At the bottom of the DreamWeaver window, click in the Link
field.

¢ You can type the link information instead of using copy/paste.
In the link field type http://www.sstx.org and press enter. Unlike
text that is a link, the picture will not look any different.

e Bonus trivia: http means HyperText Transport Protocol. The
entire address is called a URL — a Uniform Resource Locator.

e Save the file. Switch to the web browser and refresh the page.

e In the web browser, point your mouse at the image. The
mouse pointer will change to indicate that the image is a link.
Click on the link.

End of: how to add pictures to a web page
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> how to create lists of homework assignments...
...S0 you never have to write them on the board again
e |f you already have a list of assignments in a Word document

(or in almost any other electronic form) you can copy and paste
the assignments into your HTML page.

e One way to create your assignment list from scratch is to use a
table. A table is made up of rows and columns. The rows and
columns are made up of cells. You add text and images to the
cells.

o In DreamWeaver, select the document for your class.
o Click on the “Insert Table” button.

) Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 - [Brian Gray (tempfindex. htmI*)]

File Edit View Insert Modify Text Commands  Sike  Window  Help

Common ¥ %Ev@v|,'@

o Type the number of rows and columns you want. You
can add or remove rows and columns later. You
probably want at least two columns — maybe three — one
for the due date, one for the assignment, and maybe one
for links to resources.

o Make the width 100 percent.
o Click OK.

o To re-size the columns in the table, point the mouse
directly at one of the column dividers, then click and drag
the divider left or right.

o Type a column header into each column of the first row.

o Type assignment information into the columns in the
second row. Use the TAB key or the mouse to move
from one cell to the next.

o To add a new row at the bottom of the table, place the
cursor in the lower right cell and press the TAB key.
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After the table is built, you can add or remove rows and columns.

eammweaver MX 2004 - [Brian Gray (tempfindex. himI*)]
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o To add a new row above an existing row, place the
cursor in any cell in the existing row. From the Modify
menu, select the Table sub-menu, and choose “Insert
Row”.

o To add a new column to the left of an existing column,
place the cursor in any cell in the existing column. From
the Modify menu, select the Table sub-menu, and
choose “Insert Column”.

o To add a row below or a column to the right, place the
cursor in a cell. From the Modify menu, select the Table
sub-menu, and choose “Insert Rows or Columns”.

o To combine two or more cells in a row into a single cell,
you must “merge” the cells. Select the cells to be
merged, then from the Modify menu, select the Tables
sub-menu and select “Merge Cells”.

» End of: how to create lists of homework assignments
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> how to use your assignment web page effectively
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If possible, you should put the assignments for several days
on the page at one time.

Some students will look at the web page each day for that
day’s assignment. Others will print the page as soon as you
post it.

If you make changes to an assignment after it is posted,
announce in class that you have done so. (You don’t need
to list the changes — just say “I've made some changes on
the assignment web page.”)

If a student asks you what the assignment is, always refer
him to the web page. Students must develop the habit of
checking the web page.

Write the entire web address on the board every day for the
first few days that you use the assignment page. Refer to it
at the start and end of each class for a few days to remind
students to look there.

Keep a printed copy of the assignment page with you if you
teach in a room without a computer.



> how to create a page that will help your students

get started on their next essay or paper

A link to a web page that you did not create is almost as easy as
linking to one of your own. You must provide a little more
information about the page you want to link to.

e In the web browser, go to the CNN web page (www.cnn.com)
and click on any story link (so that you are not looking at the
CNN front page.

e Select all of the text in the address bar. (Be sure to select the
first part of the address: htip://.)

&1 CNN.com - Four killed in NASA van plunge - Dec 8, 2004 - Microsoft Intel
File Edit WView Favorites Tools Help

GBack - Al

= = Favorites  404) -

& | https /vy, cin.com/2004/U5/12/08 /mountain. crash. ap findesx. himl]
|~ [ P ;

e Copy the address that you just selected. Point at the Address
bar, right-click, and choose Copy.

e Switch
(index.html).

e Type “A story on CNN”

to DreamWeaver, and select your home page

e Select the text you just typed.

e At the bottom of the DreamWeaver window, click in the “Link”
field. Right-click, and choose Paste. The text that was in the
Address Bar of the web browser should now appear in the Link
field. Press Enter. The text you typed on your home page is
now a link. (It has turned to blue text and is underlined.)

e Save the page in DreamWeaver.

e Switch back to the web browser, and go back to your home
page. You must click the refresh button to see the new version
of your home page.

e C(Click on the link to the CNN story. The CNN story should be
displayed.
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You can repeat this process as many times as needed to add links
to web pages that you want your students to see. You may want
to create a new web page containing links for a specific
assignment, and add a link to it from your home page or a class
assignment page.

> End of: how to create a page that will help your students get
started on their next essay or paper
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» how to change the background color on a web page

e From the Modify menu, choose Page Properties

S- -y

) Macromedia Dream-_... mn~ —~™4 - [Brian Gray {tempfindex.
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e (Click on the word “Appearance” in the left column.

e Click on the small square next to the word “Background”. A color
selection dialog will open. Point and click on a color. (Usually, a
light color works best for backgrounds, so that there will be
contrast with the black text.

Cakegory Appearance

ﬁ lnpearance ] i
iLinks Page font: |DeFault Fonk w| B T Ol
Headings .
TitlejErcoding Size: £ 2| |
Tracing Image
-
Left margin: _|
Top maragin: | T
[ oK ] [ Cancel ] [ Apply ] [ Help

e (Click on “Apply” to se the color on your page. Repeat as needed
until you find a color you like. Then click OK.

e Save the page in DreamWeaver and look at it again in the web
browser.

» End of: how to change the background color on a web page
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